
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers 

What a year it’s been! I simply can’t believe we are already coming to 
the end of another school year.  This newsletter is a round-up of all the 
highlights and happy memories from across the year. Our teachers and 
teaching assistants have shared their favourite memories from the  
year too. 

Despite the pandemic, our children have never failed to amaze us with 
their optimism and endless sense of fun. We have all marvelled at the 
work they have produced – from Roman shields to Tudor houses – not to 
mention the costumes our Year Ones have worn over the year! 

We raised an incredible £5,000 for Great Ormond Street Children’s 
Hospital, were awarded ‘Teignbridge Community School of the Year’ for 

our charity work and community volunteering as well as competing in the Youth Speaks competition. 

2021 has also had its bittersweet moments too, as we sadly lost Helena and our beloved governor 
Ivor. We will always remember them fondly and will hold memorial events in school when we return.

As we say farewell to our brilliant Year 6 class at the end of term, we welcome our new children joining 
in September, many of whom are siblings of children already in the school. But we extend a very warm 
welcome to all children who have joined us recently as well as those who will be starting school for 
the very first time in September.

Over the following pages, I’m sure you’ll join me in recognising how much our children have achieved 
this year. They have thrived as musicians, designers, historians, scientists and geographers. Our 
teachers have provided such a fabulous range of exciting opportunities to deepen and extend their 
learning. So whilst our children really do sit at the heart of everything we do, we mustn’t forget how 
much hard work from the teachers has gone into making this year such a huge success.

Finally, I’d like to thank FOSS for their incredible support this year. They have worked tirelessly and 
provided so much for our children, including a sizeable donation for the outdoor climbing trail; new 
phonics books; new play equipment and outdoor resources for Reception and Year One and new 
classroom chairs. On top of which, they are paying for an overhaul of our school library, which will 
start work in the autumn. It’s really quite staggering when you think about how much they have done 
for our school!

Whatever your plans this summer, I hope you all have a safe, restful break. Thank you all so much for 
your incredible support and a massive well done to our amazing children for everything they have 
achieved this year.

Jenny Stewart  

Headteacher
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Reception Class We cannot forget the special moment when we hatched 
chicks in our classroom. What a noise they made and what a 
smell but what a wonderful sight. A memory that we often 
talk about in class and wonder how they are getting on. I’m 
sure this will remain in their memories for a long time.

The excitement didn’t stop there as we followed the life 
cycle of some caterpillars and watched them transform 
into the most beautiful butterflies. We had mixed emotions 
when we set them free but knew it was the kindest thing to 
do and we wanted them to spread their wings and explore 
the world around them just as we like to do. 

What an eventful year it has been! The children have been 
amazing and have made a truly wonderful start to their 
first school years. There are many highlights but we have 
selected just a few. 

The class Nativity has to be one. The children were 
amazing when they performed the Christmas story for 
their parents. They loved dressing up as shepherds, angels 
and wise men and they were true stars as they sang and 
danced to retell the story so well. 



What a whirlwind of a year! There are so many 
successes to celebrate and so many memories to 
cherish. This year will be one to remember for the Year 
1 children and not just because of the spring-term 
lockdown. 

The children in Year 1 have been astonishing. They 
embody so many of the school’s character values. The 
one that stands out is citizenship and in particular 
the way in which the children take responsibility for 
their improvements. These improvements include 
incredible writing progress, rapid reading progress and 

sensational phonics progress, with all children passing 
the end of year phonics test!

The children have learnt new knowledge and 
developed new skills. From painting fantastic wild 
flower meadow paintings inspired by foot and mouth 
artist, Tom Yendell, to presenting the weather just like 
BBC weatherman David Braine (who we actually met!) 
to re-telling the 1969 moon landing in incredible 
detail. Here are a selection of these impressive 
outcome pieces – and yes, this is Year 1 work!

Year 1 – what a year!



I have many fond memories of this year but the journey that stood out for me 
was making our own tool for getting balls down out of trees and off the roof. The 
children loved getting stuck in to something practical and were thrilled to have 
something genuinely useful at the end of it. To this day, Year 2 are the class to 
retrieve your stuck ball and many extra games of football, netball and catch have 
been had as a result. I was particularly pleased to hear of those children who had 
taken on their own DIY projects at home as a result of what they were doing in 
school. Well done for a fantastic year, Class Two and keep on building!

Year 
2



Year 3 has been filled with exciting learning journeys 
and unforgettable memories! How could we ever 
forget celebrating our knowledge about the Romans 
by parading around the playground with homemade 
shields and armour? Or when we travelled back even 
further in time to the Stone Age! In a matter of weeks, 
the class transformed into watercolour landscape artists 
and had their own virtual gallery. Later in the year, our 
enthusiastic Y3 scientists worked in teams to design 
and run their own experiments about how plants grow. 
In another science enquiry, everyone was thrilled to 
receive a video from the Happy Pear congratulating 
them on their excellent recipe writing. Our geography 
trip to Fingle Bridge to learn about physical features and 
mapwork is yet another highlight from a fantastic year. 
There have truly been so many wonderful memories this 
year, and an amazing team of 30 determined, passionate 
and driven children to share them with. 
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What a year this has been! I can’t stress how proud I am of the children for thriving 
under such hard circumstances. Some of my favourite memories of the year include our 
enquiry about light and the Moon. The children produced some fantastic presentations 
and models in order to teach Year 3 about the phases of the Moon. I also remember our 
Halloween party and all the fun games we played. There were some fantastic and quite 
scary costumes! Another great memory takes me back all the way to the times of the 
Anglo-Saxons. The children tried some traditional food, such as pea soup, oat bread 
and baked apples. Some even asked for seconds! I also have to mention our enquiry 
about digestion. Making teeth out of marshmallows and creating ‘poo’ out of biscuits 
and orange juice are experiences I won’t forget any time soon! I would like to thank all 
parents/carers for all your help and support. It has been fantastic to work with all of 
you! Have a great summer break and enjoy some well-deserved rest!
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What a strange year it has been dealing with another lockdown! Thankfully, year 5 
have shown incredible resilience and independence to continue their learning at 
home and at school. We started off by writing letters to our future selves and a story 
about friendship based on our reading of The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse. 
We then created amazing self portraits that showed incredible progress from our 
starting points to the final picture. Next we delved into the history of the Aztecs and 
tried to convince a group of judges who was the better leader - Montezuma or Cortez. 
After that we entered lockdown but still found out about what it’s like to be a Muslim 
in Britain and learnt about the importance of cultural diversity. When we came back. 
we began designing and making facemasks before looking closely at plant life cycles. 
Finally, we found out how clean the Teign is. The class have become experts in many 
fields of study now and we will make sure it continues into year 6!

Year 
5



What a year! We’ve had our ups and downs. Lockdowns 
and freedoms. Zoom lessons and in person classes.  Year 6 
is always a special year to teach and this year has been no 
different.  The class have worked extremely hard throughout 
all of our learning enquiries and have been a great role model 
for the younger children at Shaldon.  Personally, my highlights 
include the incredible art and history enquiries we studied 
- the children were so passionate and driven to be the best 
they can.  Our violin sessions and sports enrichment days 
were also fantastic and the children loved the gymnastics 
lessons we had in the hall.  Our residential at the end of June 
was a perfect way to signal the end of their time with us 
at Shaldon; the outdoors, fresh air and fun was the perfect 
remedy for a difficult year we will never forget.  Go forth Year 
6 and be proud of who you are - you are all amazing. 

Year 
6



Music at Shaldon
Well, what a year it’s been! Music thrived within our school community, despite the 
restrictions and many of our pupils made music at school, at home and online. 

Our Harvest and Christmas performances were moved to a virtual setting, 
recording the songs and spoken word for our online audience. Reception and Year 
1 classes produced a beautiful virtual Nativity which retold the Christmas story.

We welcomed our peripatetic music teachers back in the Autumn Term and face to 
face lessons commenced, to the relief or our instrumentalists.

Year 5 learnt how to play a pBone with Mrs. Price

Our key stage 2 classes were wowed with 2 visitors who played music from around 
the world, whilst Year 5 participated in a massed virtual choir experience with 
Teachers Rock, along with 6,500 other children from around Devon.

In the Spring term, Year 6 welcomed Kip back who taught them how to play three 
different songs on the violin. They made incredible 
progress. Well done Year 6!

During Lockdown 3, Key Stage 1 children learnt about 
African drumming and created their own drum rhythm 
patterns, singing action songs and finding the pulse to 
a variety of musical recordings. Key Stage 2 children 
learnt how to read musical rhythms, learning the 
difference between crotchets, quavers and minims, 
using animal and plant names to help them remember 
the different rhythms. They also wrote their own 
rhythm phrases, becoming budding composers.



Presentation Tips

Zoom Handwriting

Wellbeing
Judge Stephen Climie who very kindly gave up his 

time to give us some ‘top tips’ on how to present to an 
audience, all in practice for Year 6’s Youth Speaks.

This term in Wellbeing we’ve talked through 
our emotions and how they make us feel 
inside. We’ve practised calming techniques, 
made emotion kebabs and planted flowers 
in our allotment. We spoke about our outer 
and inner self and made many worry maps 
using our special ball of emotions (string). 
The last few weeks the children have been 
creating some amazing worry jars.

Sulli has embraced on-line learning. Here, he is practising 
his beautiful handwriting. Not easy through Zoom! 

Strategic Solutions 
Financial Services Donation
We would like to say a massive thank you, on behalf 
of everyone here at Shaldon Primary School, for the 
generous donation of £2,000 from Strategic Solutions 
Financial Services for our outdoor climbing trail.

Holly O’Donnell and Abi Stidworthy from Strategic 
Solutions Financial Services are pictured, along with 
pupils Hudson, Louis, Grace, Joe and Bodhi. Our 
children are thrilled with their new outdoor climbing 
trail, which has really added a new dimension to  
play times. 

“It’s really fun and enjoyable,” said Grace; “It makes 
play time so much better as now we have more ways 
to keep entertained and play with our friends!”



Despite the setback of the circumstances of the last 
year, we have managed to raise £2473.44 across the 
school year. Whilst it has been a little strange that we 
haven’t been able to have our usual events, such as 
the Christmas or Summer Fairs, we have adapted our 
fundraising to suit.

We continue to do really well with our Bag2School 
collections, which have raised £273 this year. 
Easyfundraising, which raises money from your online 
spending, has raised £71.76 this year - thank you to 
those of you who have signed up and continually 
raise money for FOSS in this way. The sponsored walk 
to Lapland was a huge success, raising a fantastic 
£550.50. Our Non-Uniform, Party days and Break 
the Rules day have been hugely successful with the 
children and teachers alike, raising £871.95 in total! 

We have also been busy spending the money raised... We 
are delighted to have been able to continue a tradition 
started several years ago of providing each of the Year 6 
leavers with a YearBook to remember their time at Shaldon 
Primary School, at a cost of £581.40. We have contributed 
£2307 towards the new PlayTrail, supplementing the 
generous donations from parents and from grants.  We have 
given £2006.45 to refurbish the Key Stage 1 playground 
to an incredible outdoor learning space. We also paid for a 
zoom pantomime for the children to enjoy at Christmas, in 
lieu of not being able to actually go to a theatre! 

Hopefully, September will bring new fundraising 
opportunities to help us to be able to contribute to updating 
the library, our next fundraising focus. Any additional 
volunteers or fundraising ideas will be very welcome!  
Thank you for your continued support. 

FOSS Update

Friends of Shaldon School 

2020/21 IN REVIEW 
How did we fundraise? What did we buy? 

£13.23	

£71.76	

£273.00	

Christmas	Cards	
£166.80	

Christmas	Sales	
£373.20	

Christmas		
Party	Day	
£107.27	

Sponsored		
Walk	

£550.50	

Halloween		
Party	Day	
£295.33	

Quiz	
£79.00	

Break	the	Rules	
£286.17	

Non	Uniform	
£183.18	

Donations	
£74.00	

A	yearbook	for	each	of	the	Year	6	
students	£581.40	

A	virtual	pantomime	for	all	the	
children	to	enjoy	at	Christmas	£175	

A	£2307	donation	to	the	new	
PlayTrail	equipment,	to	supplement	
parent	donations	and	grant	funding	

A	£2006.45	donation	to	improve	
the	Reception,	Year	1	and	Year	2	

outdoor	space	



Wednesday 8 September   Return to school

20- 22 September    Yr 5 Pixies Holt Residential

25-29th October   Half Term

Dates   for  your   Diary

Email: admin.shaldon@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01626 873329

Thank you Sally Ellison 
We will say farewell to Sally Ellison at the end of this year. We are really 
grateful for everything she has done for the school and our families. In her role 
as office administrator, she would have got to know so many of you so well. 
Luckily, as Sally is still in the village, we will definitely still see her! Here’s a 
message from Sally herself.

“I have really enjoyed my time in the office at Shaldon but it is now time to say 
goodbye to Catherine and the rest of our fabulous school team. I have been 
lucky enough to have met so many lovely parents and children over the years 
and I am sure I will still see many of you out and about in the village.”


